
INTRODUCTION

The New York Equity Coalition’s Spring 2018 report, Within Our Reach, found that New York’s education 
system is not providing students of color with equitable access to the middle and high school courses 
that will prepare them for college, careers, and civic readiness.

Across New York State, White students were given nearly twice as much access as their Latinx and 
Black peers to a range of key gatekeeper and advanced courses in the 2016-17 school year. Notably, 
White students were nearly three times as likely to be enrolled in advanced high school courses such 
as Advanced Placement Math and Science.

The data revealed a two-fold challenge:

THE GATEKEEPERS 
How school district policies can open or close the door for 
students to take advanced coursework
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THE NEW YORK EQUITY COALITION

Students of color are far less likely to attend schools that offer a full range of college- and 
career-prep courses.

And where they do attend schools that offer these courses, students of color are far less 
likely to be enrolled in college- and career-prep courses proportionate to their share of 
enrollment in the school.

As an example of this second challenge, in high schools that offer Calculus, Latinx students 
represented 21% of all students but only 12% of students enrolled in Calculus; Black students 
represented 13% of all enrolled students but only 7% of students enrolled in Calculus.

These enrollment disparities are what educational injustice looks like. 

And we wanted to find out how this educational injustice is perpetuated.
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OUR APPROACH

Beginning in Summer 2018, we filed a Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) request of the 100 largest 
school districts in the state plus 10 additional rural high-need school districts to take a closer look at the 
policies districts put in place to either encourage access to gatekeeper and advanced courses or erect 
unnecessary barriers.

Our FOIL request asked for:

• Enrollment practices for students to enroll in Algebra I and Regents Science in middle school; and 
Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), Honors, and Dual Enrollment courses in 
high school; 

• Whether the district/school offers support services and resources to students who enroll (e.g., 
tutoring, technology access, exam fee coverage); and 

• How the district communicates course enrollment opportunities to parents and students, including 
whether they do so in multiple languages.

The school districts included: 

10 
Western NY 

districts

8
Genesee-

Finger Lakes 
districts

5
Central NY 

districts 

5
Southern Tier 

districts

New York 
City  

Department 
of Education 39

Long Island 
districts

4
Black River- 
St. Lawrence 

districts

3
Upper Mohawk  

Valley 
districts

10
Upper Hudson 

districts

25
Mid-Hudson 

districts
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WHAT WE FOUND

Consistent with guidance recently released by the New York State Education Department, we would 
hope to see school district policies demonstrate five key principles:

• Providing a course sequence and foundation-building in earlier grades that make later, advanced 
coursework a viable option;

• Creating multiple access points to advanced courses;

• Using only enrollment access criteria that are educationally necessary;

• Offering a robust set of student supports that help all students succeed in advanced courses; and

• Publishing materials that encourage all students to participate in advanced courses and making 
these materials available in multiple languages.

Yet a detailed review of the information that school districts provided revealed:

Only a limited number of school districts with positive messaging that encourages all 
students to enroll in gatekeeper and advanced courses and signals high expectations for 
all students.

Only a limited number of school districts offered multiple entry points to advanced 
coursework, meaning that a student had to be deemed “accelerated” as early as middle 
school in order to be eligible for course opportunities later in their academic career.

Many unnecessary enrollment barriers, including:

• Rigid pathways and tracking;

• Large numbers or nonessential (and burdensome) course prerequisites; 

• Heavy reliance on GPA requirements and teacher recommendations, which may reflect 
implicit bias; and

• Protocols that could have a particularly negative impact on English language learners/
multilingual learners and students with disabilities.

School districts often required students to sit for AP/IB exams and penalized students that 
did not – even when the district does not cover the fee for low-income students.

Few school districts made information on accelerated or advanced courses available in 
multiple languages.

1

2

3

4

5



NOVEMBER 2019  |  THE GATEKEEPERS  |  THE NEW YORK EQUITY COALITION  4

In the following pages, we show examples of actual, unedited documents from school districts of both 
positive and negative practices. We have removed identifying information about the school districts. 

OUT OF THE 110 SCHOOL DISTRICTS WHOSE COURSE ACCESS POLICIES 
WERE REVIEWED BY THE NEW YORK EQUITY COALITION…

districts provided examples 
of positive messaging that 
signals high expectations for 
all students.

12
districts provided 
examples of information on 
accelerated or advanced 
courses made available in 
multiple languages.

4
districts provided examples 
of multiple entry points to 
accelerated coursework in at 
least one subject area at the 
middle school level.

17
districts provided examples 
of multiple entry points to 
advanced coursework in at 
least one subject area at the 
high school level.

33

districts provided examples 
of heavy reliance on GPA 
requirements and teacher 
recommendations at the high 
school level.

68
districts provided examples 
of rigid pathways and 
tracking at the high school 
level.

43
districts provided examples 
of a large number or 
nonessential course 
prerequisites at the high 
school level.

42
districts provided examples 
of unnecessary enrollment 
barriers for high school 
English Honors, AP, and/or 
IB courses.

62

districts provided examples 
of unnecessary enrollment 
barriers for high school 
Social Studies Honors, AP, 
and/or IB courses.

66
districts provided examples 
of unnecessary enrollment 
barriers for middle 
school Algebra 1 and/or 
Accelerated Math courses.

34
districts provided 
examples of unnecessary 
enrollment barriers for 
high school Math Honors, 
AP, and/or IB courses.

66
districts provided examples 
of unnecessary enrollment 
barriers for middle school 
Regents Science courses.

32

districts provided examples 
of unnecessary enrollment 
barriers for high school 
Science Honors, AP, and/or 
IB courses.

65 districts provided policies requiring students to 
sit for AP or IB exams (even when the district 
does not cover the fee for students who are 
low-income) and 47
districts provided policies that penalize 
students if they do not sit for the exams.15
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CREATING MULTIPLE ACCESS POINTS

POSITIVE PRACTICE

Northport High School  | Course Catalog Page  38 
 

The Mathematics Department offers a variety of required and elective math and computer programming courses.  While successful 
completion of only three years of mathematics is required for a Regents Diploma, college bound students are strongly encouraged to 
engage in the study of mathematics throughout all four years of high school.  Most fields of study in college require students to take 
core mathematics courses. Seniors who continue to study mathematics will have a smoother transition to the pace and rigor of college 
level mathematics courses.  As students engage in the study of mathematics, they will develop a deeper understanding through the 
Common Core Standards for Mathematical Practice.  The standards promote mathematically proficient students by encouraging the 
following habits.  Mathematically proficient students: 
 
 Persevere in problem solving. 
 Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
 Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of 

others. 
 Model with mathematics. 
 

 Use appropriate tools strategically. 
 Attend to precision. 
 Look for and make use of structure. 
 Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
 

ALGEBRA I 
1 Unit 40 weeks - (3041) 

As per the  Common Core State Standards, students will 
engage in a deep study of polynomial and rational expressions, 
equations and inequalities, and functions.  Additionally, 
students will construct and compare linear, quadratic, and 

exponential models and will interpret categorical and 
quantitative data.  Students will be administered the New York 
State Common Core Algebra Regents Exam in June.  Passing 
the Regents exam satisfies the minimal exam requirement for 
a New York State Regents Diploma. Course meets 5 periods 
per week. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Math 8 

In this example, the school district has multiple entry points to advanced coursework by 
the end of high school, no matter where a student begins in 7th grade.
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CREATING MULTIPLE ACCESS POINTS 

PRACTICE THAT SHOULD BE ENDED OR AVOIDED

In this example, the only advertised pathway to AP math courses in grade 12 requires 
having taken Accelerated Math in grade 7 (and scoring at or above 85%). 

[47] 

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
Mr. David Klecher 

Director of Mathematics 
 
Below are typical math course sequences that students may take throughout their high school career.  There 
are many pathways to pursue, too many to illustrate, for students to meet their math graduation requirement, so 
students should speak with their guidance counselor or math teachers about their interest in taking math courses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Algebra I 
Geometry 
Honors or 
Geometry 

Algebra II 
Honors or 
Algebra II 

Excelsior Pre-
Calculus Honors or 

other Math 
Electives 

AP Math: 
 (Calculus AB, 
Calculus BC, 

Statistics or other 
Math Electives) 

Algebra I Geometry Algebra II 
Advanced Math 
or other Math 

Electives 

Grade 8 Math Algebra I  
with concepts 

Geometry 
 with concepts 

Algebra II  
With concepts Math Electives 

Algebra I Financial 
Literacy 

Technical 
Mathematics 

Grade 8 Math Beginning Math Algebra 1A Algebra 1B Math Electives 

Math Electives 
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AVOIDING PROBLEMATIC AND UNNECESSARY  
ENROLLMENT BARRIERS

POSITIVE PRACTICE

In this Dual Enrollment example, prerequisites are based solely on college 
requirements (and not additional requirements set by the high school) and there is no 
cost to students for attainment of college credit.
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AVOIDING PROBLEMATIC AND UNNECESSARY  
ENROLLMENT BARRIERS

PRACTICE THAT SHOULD BE ENDED OR AVOIDED

In this example, students are required to complete an intimidating hurdle that is not 
necessarily a good indicator of the student’s ability to succeed in the course.

Name:_________________________    Date:_____________ 
Algebra 1         Period:___________ 
 

ALGEBRA 1 ENTRANCE ASSIGNMENT 
 

In order to be accepted into the Algebra 1 class here at Port Chester Middle 
School you must complete this entrance assignment. This assignment is one 

aspect to your entrance into the Algebra 1 class and if the entrance 
assignment is not completed, then you will not be considered for acceptance 

into the class. 
 
The Pythagorean Theorem 
 
The Pythagorean Theorem, also known as Pythagoras’ theorem, is a relation 
in Euclidean geometry involving the three sides of a right triangle. The 
theorem states that the square of the hypotenuse of a right triangle is equal to 
the sum of the squares of the other two sides.  
 
Your mission is broken up into three components: 
 
1.) First you must research proof the Pythagorean Theorem.  

• Research the many proofs of the Pythagorean Theorem and choose one 
that makes the most sense to you.  

• Be sure to understand the concept of the theorem so you are able to 
write and complete questions regarding the theorem. 

 
2.) Next, you are to use your new-found knowledge of the Pythagorean 

Theorem to write three word problems involving the Pythagorean 
Theorem.  
• Meaning, in order to solve your word problem, a student must use the 

theorem to come to the correct answer.  
• Along with your word problems, you must write an answer key, with 

the correct answers as well as all of the work shown to come to the 
correct answer. 

 
3.) Finally, you are to answer the following three attached questions. Be 

sure to show all work and clearly box your final answer. 
 

This assignment is to be handed in to your math teacher on  
 

Friday, March 24, 2017 
 

If you do not hand in this assignment you will not be considered for 
admission into the Algebra 1 class. 
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AVOIDING PROBLEMATIC AND UNNECESSARY  
ENROLLMENT BARRIERS

PRACTICE THAT SHOULD BE ENDED OR AVOIDED

In this example, students are required to create a package of application materials and 
sit for a “qualifying examination” in order to participate in Honors and AP English.
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AVOIDING PROBLEMATIC AND UNNECESSARY  
ENROLLMENT BARRIERS

PRACTICE THAT SHOULD BE ENDED OR AVOIDED

In these examples, the school district’s required prerequisites for AP courses (shown 
above) far exceed the College Board’s actual recommended policies (shown below).

COMPARE TO

COMPARE TO
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AVOIDING PROBLEMATIC AND UNNECESSARY  
ENROLLMENT BARRIERS

PRACTICE THAT SHOULD BE ENDED OR AVOIDED

In this Dual Enrollment example, students must meet high school GPA and Regents 
exam score requirements in order to be eligible to take college courses and must meet 
separate college entrance exam requirements.

In these examples, the school district relies heavily on teacher recommendations and/or 
“departmental selection.”
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AVOIDING PROBLEMATIC AND UNNECESSARY  
ENROLLMENT BARRIERS

PRACTICE THAT SHOULD BE ENDED OR AVOIDED

In this example, the school district relies on teacher recommendations. The criteria may 
be subject to implicit/subconscious bias.
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OFFERING ROBUST STUDENT SUPPORTS

PRACTICE THAT SHOULD BE ENDED OR AVOIDED

In  these examples, students are penalized for inability to pay AP exam fees and/or a 
decision not to take the AP exam at the end of the course. Contrary to the school district 
in the third example below, this does not reflect the policy of the College Board.
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PUBLISHING INCLUSIVE MATERIALS

POSITIVE PRACTICE

In this example, the school district describes the benefits of participation in 
Advanced Placement courses.

In this example, the school district invites students to participate in advanced courses 
using welcoming language.

In these examples, the school districts make course listings and enrollment information 
available in multiple languages.

Escuela Superior de Ossining 
 Programa de Estudios 
Para el Año Escolar 2018 -2019 

 
 

Escuelas de Distinción Intel 
Premio Estrella de la Innovación 2012 

Programa de Medios Unidos de Distinción por 
Idioma del Mundo, Música y Programas de Asesoramiento 

Premio de Inspiración de Consejeros del Dr. Benjamín Cohn 
Premio de Plata a Escuelas de la Oportunidad 2016 

1 
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PUBLISHING INCLUSIVE MATERIALS

PRACTICE THAT SHOULD BE ENDED OR AVOIDED

In this example, the school district uses language that could intimidate students and their 
families (and/or have a disparate impact on certain groups including English language 
learners/multilingual learners and students with disabilities).
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Learn more at www.EquityInEdNY.org

http://www.EquityInEdNY.org

